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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


Nea Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
Silk Damask Brocades 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 
THOMAS A. BLAKE 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N.Y. 


“I Pray the Mass” 


A splendid Sunday Missal and complete 
prayerbook combined. Large type. Printed 
in red and black. 448 pages. 5 x 3 in. 
Prices: Black or white leatherette, red edges, 
35¢; black durotex, red edges, 50¢; khaki or 
blue, 50¢; black cloth, gold title and design, red 
edges, 70¢; black or white imitation leather, red 
under gold edges, $1.10; genuine black seal 
grain leather, red under gold edges, $1.50; 
Deluxe black morroco leather, $2.00; Deluxe 
edition with silk moire or leather lining, $3.50. 
ORDER FROM: — 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year,-or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 














Send us new 


subscriptions to 





“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
or renew your own and select a premium from this page. 





For 1 Subscription 
Picture — Sacred Heart of Jesus Reigning, in sepia, with Act of 
Consecration and place for names, suitable for the Enthronement. 12 x 
16 inches. OR: — 
Verse Cards — Packet of assorted verse cards and bookmarks. OR: 
Booklets — ‘‘The Rosary, My Treasure” or choice of any booklet 
mentioned on inside back cover. 


For 2 Subscriptions 

Colored Plaque — An attractive, celluloid-covered plaque of the 
Little Flower of Jesus, with easel to stand. 4% x6% inches. OR: — 

Treasures of the Mass — A full explanation of the prayers, cere- 
monies and mysteries of the Holy Sacrifice, in simple, yet inspiring 
language. 128 pages. OR: — 

Booklets — “Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for all the Feasts 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary” and “My Daily Companion at Mass.” 


For 3 Subscriptions 

Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O,S.B. — The beautiful and 
edifying life-story of a humble daughter of St. Benedict of our own 
century. Countless favors have been obtained through her intercession, 
among which we recount the following: — 

“T have been trying for weeks to get a single house to rent. Last 
night I promised Sister Mary Fortunata that if I found a house today 
or tomorrow, I would publish the favor. This morning I was told I could 
have a house which is most desirable.’’ (Malden, Mass.) OR: — 

“I Pray the Mass’? — Black, durotex missal described on opposite 
cover. 

For 5 Subscriptions 

Statue of St. Jude — Cream-colored, 6 inches in size, 


For 6 Subscriptions 
Holy Ghost Prayer Book — Black cloth binding, red edges. 400 
pages of beautiful prayers and devotions in honor of the Holy Ghost; 


clear type. 
For 10 Subscriptions 
Jesus, the King of Love — Father Mateo’s beautiful book on the 
love of the Sacred Heart and the wonders of the Enthronement. 
Red cloth binding. 365 pages. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Reign Ghou over us, 
O Majestic Heart of Jesus! 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





Vol. 39 October, 1943 No. 6 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessinz of Pope Pius XII. 











¢ 


Se Royalty of Wer 


Oo fonteelente ol onwe 


y HEN Pope Pius XI, in the name of Holy Mother Church, 
instituted the feast of Christ the King, he had before 
him the great ideal which he had adopted as the motto 
of his pontificate: “The Peace of Christ in the Kingdom 
of Christ.” He wished to make the world more conscious 
of Christ’s royalty, not so much as the King of Glory 
and Majesty such as He is by Divine right, but rather in 
His human character as the King of peace and love — as a King 
who holds sway over His subjects not by force of might but by the 
powerful persuasion of love. There exists, therefore, a certain 
similarity of spirit between the feast of the Kingship of Christ and 
that of His Sacred Heart. Both honor in a particular manner the 
Sacred Humanity of Christ, but while the latter feast is particularly 
one of reparation, that of the Kingship strikes a more triumphal note. 
In both, however, it is the Divine Lover of souls who is the object 
of our special veneration — the all-lovable and all-loving Christ as 
He is presented in the Gospel narratives. 

In the feast of the Kingship, as well as that of the Sacred 
Heart, Christ asks for a special homage of love. He has assured us 
that His delights are to be with the children of men. Unceasingly 
He invites us to come to Him in His tabernacle dwelling, to bear 
Him company in the solitude of His Eucharistic presence, and to 
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seek there the strength and solace which we need in our daily strife. 
But, in His great love for us, He wishes to establish a more intimate 
relationship with us, and therefore begs to be admitted into our homes 
as Friend and Father of the family. He wishes every home to be 
His sanctuary — not, indeed, to the extent of dwelling there under 
the veils of the Eucharist, but by a no less real though invisible 
presence as King and Master of the home. 

This desire of our Savior is beautifully realized through the 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the home. Through the ceremony 
of the Enthronement, Christ is proclaimed and honored as the Father 
and Master of the home — not as one exercising an austere government 
of the household, but as one most tenderly united to the family and 
solicitous for all its members. The Enthronement establishes a most 
wonderful relation between Jesus and the members of the family. It 
brings into the home Jesus of the Gospels, who went about doing 
good; Jesus, who sought to come in contact with every human distress 
and weakness in order to comfort and to heal; Jesus, so near to 
everyone, even to publicans and sinners; Jesus, so approachable at 
all times, even to little children when He was tired out from a hard 
day’s work; Jesus, above all, the loving and intimate friend of 
humanity, as exemplified in the home of Lazarus, Martha and Mary 
at Bethany. In that blessed home, Jesus took up his abode when 
His apostolic labors brought Him to that neighborhood. There He 
sat down to table with His friends. There, we may devoutly suppose, 
He opened His -Heart to His friends and revealed to them hidden 
mysteries which remained unknown to the ordinary crowd. And the 
inmates of that privileged dwelling had no secrets from their Friend. 
They told Him their joys and sorrows, their hopes and fears; they 
consulted Him on every occasion and trusted Him in every eventuality. 

This same loving and intimate friendship can be reproduced in 
our own homes by means of the Enthronement. Jesus is still the 
same lover of souls, still as full of tender compassion and mercy, 
still in search of homes where, as at Bethany, He may be the intimate 
friend of the family, to console and to heal, and to reveal the secret 
treasures of His Heart. 

Each new home consecrated in the true spirit of the Enthronement 
is a homage to Jesus Christ as King, and the riches of His Sacred 
Heart are poured out upon such families. The Enthronement thus 
becomes a sign of our allegiance to Him as our King, and the per- 
manent witness to the world of the fulfilment of Our Lord’s promise: 
“I will bless the homes where the image of My Heart shall be exposed 
and honored.” 
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But in inviting Jesus into our homes, we should remember that 
He is the King of Love, who wishes to be served, not in fear by a 
servile observance of His commandments, but in the spirit of filial 
confidence, tenderness and self-surrender. It is under the title of King 





In this home, the celebration of the Silver Wedding anniversary 
centered about the solemn Enthronement of the Sacred Heart — 
a truly ideal way of commemorating family festivals. 


of Love that Father Mateo, the apostle of the Sacred Heart and the 
founder of the Work of the Enthronement, seeks especially to further 
the reign of the Sacred Heart. The true spirit of the Enthronement, 
as of all true devotion to the Sacred Heart, is the spirit of love. If, 
therefore, the family proclaims the royalty of Jesus, it must not 
forget that His is a royalty of love. If the Enthronement aims at 
oneness of life with Jesus, it is a oneness of life with the King of 
Love, who is at once Father, Brother and Friend of the home; it 
claims for the Heart of Jesus the homage He desires above all others: 
the homage of love. 

Moreover, a true Christian family will welcome the Enthronement 
as an act of reparation and filial homage. Loving children do not 
keep their father waiting when he asks admittance, nor do devoted 
subjects refuse prompt entrance to their king. Happy, then, the 
Christian family that opens wide its doors to Jesus, the King of Love, 
and offers Him the hospitality which He so much craves. When 
the King of Love reigns in the home, the spirit of love soon penetrates 
every detail of family life, with its inevitable mingling of joy and 
sorrow, consolation and trial. 
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When the mutual sacrifices daily demanded between husband and 
wife, parents and children, brothers and sisters, are gladly accepted 
for love of the Sacred Heart, the troubles of life soon lose their 
bitterness, and the countless petty trifles which ‘would otherwise cause 
friction or coldness, become the instruments of numberless meritorious 
acts, sanctified by a supernatural motive. When illness is sanctified 
by the, same spirit of love, a complete transformation is worked in the 
patient and in the attendants, and suffering becomes the precious 
. means of self-sanctification and sanctification of others. If the daily 
round of duties is discharged for love of the Sacred Heart, even the 
bitterest complaints will be stifled. The rearing of the family will 
be an easy task and the children’s future assured, if they always obey 
their parents in order to please the King of Love. 

When the family thus becomes the kingdom of Christ, the peace 
of Christ will necessarily reign in the home. Discord and quarreling 
will give way to peace and harmony, and each member will bear 
lovingly with the others’ shortcomings for love of Him who reigns 
as King in the home. And from the family hearth this love and 
peace will radiate to the hearths and homes of other families, and 
thus the King of love will extend His reign in an ever-widening 
circle until He has conquered all of society. 

May this feast of the Kingship, which finds the world in so 
much turmoil and distress because the royalty of Christ has been 
forgotten by so large a portion of the human family, be the occasion 
of re-establishing His reign in all Catholic families by the Enthrone- 
ment or the renewal of the Enthronement in the home. May His 
royalty of love replace the reign of selfishness and hate, so that soon 
the peace of Christ may be restored to all nations, and the kingdom 
of Christ may extend “from sea to sea, and even to the ends of the 
earth.” 

“Oh, what blessings we should enjoy if individuals and families 
and states would allow themselves to be governed by Christ!” Pope 
Pius XI exclaims in his encyclical instituting this feast. “ “Then at 
length,’” he continues, “to use the words which Our predecessor 
Leo XIII addressed to the entire sacred hierarchy twenty-five years 
ago, ‘it will be possible to heal all wounds, then every right will 
revive again the hope of pristine authority, then will the ornaments 
of peace be restored, and then will swords be shattered and arms fall 
from the hands, when all shall accept willingly and obey the empire 
of Christ, and every tongue confess that the Lord Jesus Christ is 
in the glory of God the Father.’” 


—_—-+ — 





























Our Daily Praver to Wary 


0 Oe 

( HE history of the Church, and not less that of the whole 

world, which is necessarily intimately associated with it, 

abounds in instances of the intervention of Mary, the Mother 

of God, on behalf of men. Among the most remarkable 
are the favors connected with the Rosary. To briefly recall a few 
of the most outstanding, we need but mention the overthrow of the 
formidable heresy of the Albigensians in the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries, when St. Dominic, instructed by the Blessed Virgin herself, 
preached the devotion of the Rosary for the first time, and with such 
success that faith, piety and union were once more restored to the 
infested areas of Europe. Great preachers had denounced this heresy, 
powerful kings had passed laws to root it out of their kingdoms, 
popes had promulgated anathemas against its propagators— all to 
no avail. St. Dominic taught the people to say the Rosary, and the 
terrible heresy, with its false philosophy and evil practices, in many 
points similar to the errors and vices of our own day, went the 
way of all revolts against the established order of God, utterly crushed 
and annihilated. 
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Later the entire civilization of Europe was endangered by a 
terrible Turkish invasion which the armies of Christendom were unable 
to check. Pius V sent a little fleet against the approaching enemy, 
but his whole reliance was in the prayers he had ordered to be 
recited throughout the Church. These prayers were mainly the 
Rosary. Nor was the hope of the Pontiff confounded, for the efficacy 
of Mary’s intercession with her Divine Son was once more demonstrated 
in the decisive victory of Lepanto, by which the Turkish power was 
utterly repulsed. And again, in 1716, when Charles VI pushed back 
this same enemy, who had advanced with countless hordes as far as 
Hungary, his victory was due to the support of the prayers of the 
Catholic nations who had taken up the Rosary as a sure weapon of 
defense. Finally, a short time after this last-mentioned victory, the 
heavenly intervention of Our Lady raised the siege of the island of 
Corcyra in answer to the petitions of her children. 

Do not these striking examples teach us that in the battle against 
the enemies of our own times we must make use of the same weapon, 
if we hope to attain success? But lest the weight of these testimonies 
should fail to convince us, we have the words of our Blessed Mother 
herself, who, in her apparitions both at Lourdes and at Fatima, 
repeatedly asked that the Rosary be prayed in order to obtain God’s 
favor, to assure peace and avert public calamities, which she foretold 
God would send unless acts of reparation and penance were performed 
to appease His wrath. At Fatima, she urgently requested the frequent 
recitation of the Rosary to end the great World War of 1914-1917, and 
doubtless if she were to speak to us in person now, her message would 
be the same as that addressed to the three little shepherds at Fatima 
in Portugal in 1917. 

If we seek for the reason why the Rosary is so powerful, we will 
find a twofold explanation. First, through the Rosary we obtain the 
efficacious intercession of the Mother of God, whose influence with her 
Divine Son is well-nigh illimitable; for just as those who hold high 
positions in earthly matters are able to exercise great influence in their 
sphere, so does Mary’s exalted office of Mother of God enable her to 
mediate efficaciously in our behalf. Moreover, Mary’s power of inter- 
cession is enhanced by her holiness, for it is evident that the power 
of prayer is increased as the soul increases in holiness in God’s sight. 
Now, Mary has attained to the highest possible sanctity. Her soul is 
resplendent with grace, and God therefore listens with favor to her 
least petition. Again, Mary’s prayer is most powerful because of her 
perfect love for God. On earth she loved God with a supernatural 
love as every saint loves Him, but she loved Him, too, and still loves 
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Him, with the love of a mother, the natural love of a mother for her 
child. No other person, therefore, could love God as Mary loves Him. 
Since her love is unique, her influence with Him is also unique, and 
we can therefore rely confidently on her intercession. 

The second great reason for the efficacy of the Rosary devotion 
is inherent in the devotion itself. It leads’ to God through its very 
practice. No more beautiful or comprehensive combination of vocal 
prayers could be found than those which comprise the Rosary. On 
the Crucifix our pledge of faith is renewed by reciting, in the Creed, 
formulated by the Apostles, the truths which converted the world to 
Christ. This is followed by the Our Father, which is repeated several 
times during the course of the Rosary. This prayer, not framed by 
human mind, but taught by the sacred lips of the Incarnate Word. 
appeals most strongly to our Heavenly Father, who hears in it the 
prayer of His Divine Son presenting the most sublime petitions in 
behalf of His Father’s glory and mankind’s needs. Next comes the 
salutation of Mary, a salutation that was sent from heaven with an 
Archangel as its bearer. We complete this greeting of the angel in 
proclaiming with the Holy Spirit, who spoke through the lips of St. 
Elizabeth, that Mary is blessed among all women and blessed is the 
Fruit of her womb. Finally, we plead with Mary to pray for us in 
our present needs and in the awful hour of death. Each decade of 
Hail Marys is then crowned with the majestically grand doxology: 
“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.” No words we could utter could better sum up our spirit of 
adoration, love and zeal for God’s glory than these sublime words which 
contain, as it were, the sum total of the glory which has been, and is 
and will be given to the Triune God from unbeginning eternity, through- 
out all ages and unto unending eternity. 

But when we consider the Rosary as a mental prayer, we find 
auother most significant reason why it is so powerful a means to bring 
the world back to Christ. As a mental prayer the Rosary is a resume 
of the life of Christ. We follow Him from the moment of His incarna; 
tion to the glorious day in heaven when He crowned His Mother Queen 
of heaven and earth. The Rosary takes us through the sweet infancy 
and boyhood of Christ. We look into the happy home of Nazareth and 
share in the joys of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Then we tread the wine- 
press of sorrow with the broken-hearted Man of Galilee. We go with 
Him from the dark garden of Gethsemane to the hall of Pilate, and 
follow His bloody footprints to the hill of Golgotha. We stand at the 
foot of the Cross and there learn how much He loved us, since He, died 
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in agony that we might be redeemed. Thus our hearts grow mellow 
with a desire to return love for love. 

But our Rosary repays us for our sorrowful journey. It brings 
us to the tomb on Easter morning to sing Alleluias with the Risen 
Lord. We are on Mt. Olivet to watch His ascension to His Father’s 
home. We are with Maty and the Apostles in the upper room to 
receive the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. Our cup of joy is filled 
when we see the blessed Mother of Christ taken up to heaven and 
crowned Queen of angels and saints. By meditating on these mysteries 
of the most holy Rosary we are inspired to “imitate what they contain” 
and to strive to “obtain what they promise.” ‘Therein lies the inward 
power of the Rosary devotion. 

Since the Rosary is so effective in leading souls to God, every 
Catholic ought to make it a practice to say the Rosary every day, either 
privately or as a part of the family night prayers. This latter practice 
is especially to be commended, for when the Rosary is recited by the 
entire family, “two or three are gathered together” in God’s name and 
God is therefore in their midst, as Our Lord promised. The family 
Rosary, moreover, is a means of uniting husband and wife, parents and 
children, in the praise of God, and so hallows their home. It sanctifies 
prosperity, brings peace in misfortune and strength in difficulties. It 
acts as an antidote against the godless spirit of the world, and banishes 
sin and unhappiness from the home. It makes Jesus and Mary a 
reality in daily life. It wins for every member of the family Mary’s 
special blessing and protection. It fosters vocations to the priesthood 
and the religious life, which are such a marked blessing from God and 
so badly needed at the present time. 

Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, makes it a practice to say five 
decades of the Rosary, together with the Litany of Our Lady, the De 
Profundis and special prayers from the Mass of the day, with his papal 
household — the Monsignori in immediate attendance — each night 
as his night prayer. Let us imitate him, and, whilst we pray that 
freedom, contentment and peace may come to the troubled world 
through the intercession of the Mother of the Prince of Peace, let us 
also pray for His Holiness who is now bearing so heavy a cross, his 
heart torn with grief because of the sufferings of his children, himself 
maligned and misunderstood, his efforts: to secure justice and charity 
seemingly unavailing. Let us pray the Rosary earnestly for a renewal 
of faith and a rededication of the lives of mankind to the end for 
which they were created, the glorifying of God on earth and perfect 
union with Him in heaven. 

During the month of October, when Rosary devotions are held 
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every evening in the parish church, it is certainly beyond question that 
every member of the parish should attend if at all possible. But when 
October is past, the daily Rosary must still be the means by which we 
turn to Mary to seek her intercession and help in enkindling anew in 
the hearts of men the embers of a dying faith, so that they may be 
led back to the Way, the Truth and the Life. 








OHO OHO On 


Unless You Repent and Do Penance 





—OHio--O020—- 


N troubled and stormy periods of world-convulsing crises, 

especially in times of warfare and upheavals, we generally 

see as an accompaniment, a rising tide of sin and im- 
morality. But at the same time, a strong reaction for Christian fervor 
and sacrifice sets in to counteract and quiet that morbid excitement. 
It is the counterbalance restoring peace to storm-tossed mankind, as 
Christ Himself stilled the billowing waves of the lake and “there came 
a great calm” (Luke viii. 25). 

In proof, let us glance back to the time of the so-called Reforma- 
tion, a period productive of numerous and great saints all over Europe 
and in Rome itself. When the fury of hell was let loose upon earth, 
those holy souls offered to God a social ransom with prayer and 
penance. Thus they drew down Divine mercy on a world gone mad 
with defiance and immorality. These were flames from heaven that 
extinguished the fires of hell. When Satan kindles a revolution, Divine 
Providence prepares a counterrevolution of prayer, sanctity, and 
penance. 

Note that I italicized this eminently Christian virtue, “penance.” 
During the last war, I crossed the whole of Europe as a crusader for 
prayer and penance. Now I come forward to proclaim that same 
redemptive doctrine to this dear land involved in the storm that covers 
the world with a deluge of blood. While aviators, soldiers and sailors 
so bravely sacrifice themselves, even risking death in the fulfilment of 
duty, I wish to remind our good and sincere Catholic people of their 
own grave obligation to stand by one of the greatest moral principles 
of Christianity. That duty can best be expressed in the words of our 
Divine Master: “Unless you repent you will all perish in the same 
manner” (Luke xiii. 3). Catholic parents, Catholic young men and 
women, hasten to the altar! Every morning unite your noble anxieties 
and prayers with the Precious Blood of the Chalice! Rouse yourselves! 
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Go to church eagerly! Fervently celebrate daily Mass together with 
the priest, for home and country! 

Devout Catholic families, wherein the Sacred Heart has been 
solemnly enthroned, become sanctuaries of prayer. Pray hard, indeed, 
but make your prayers perfect with sacrifice and penance. Oh, that 
you all, faithful friends of the Sacred Heart, would become Night 
Adorers in your home to console Him better than the Angel of the 
Agony! 

Some Eloquent Statistics 

Many have heard me say that the Catholics of America have 
never disappointed me. How happy I am today to show you the 
reason for my confidence in them. 

Shortly before the tragedy of Pearl Harbor I came to this country. 
Boldly I initiated the crusade of “Night Adoration in the Home.” 
Overjoyed, I am able to offer the following statistics to prove the 
wonderful success of this work of reparation in the United States. 
Rejoice with me in this beautiful harvest of devotion which I place 
at the feet of our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, as an immense con- 
solation for Jesus, the King of Love, and for His venerable Vicar. 

Figures, though ordinarily prosaic, here speak more eloquently than 
words. From those in charge of Night Adoration in their cities, we 
have received the following report, giving us the number of Night 
Adorers to date:— 


Fairhaven, Mass. .......... (Sacred Hearts Sisters) -..... 19,643 
Milwaukee, Wis. .......... (Sisters of Notre Dame) ...... 14,150 
NG BOS oo esha cccs ovine (Three Secretariates) -......... 7,803 
Cote Mes a cca (Benedictine Sisters) -......... 6,200 
Louisville, Ky. .......-.....- (Diocesan Secretariate) -....... 6,101 
Los Angeles, Calif. -..... (Social Service Sisters) ........ 4,553 
San Francisco, Calif. .... (Helpers of the Holy Souls) 3,697 
Milwaukee, Wis. .......... (Franciscan Sisters) ............ Shak 
Dubuque, Iowa ....-....-.... (Visitation Convent) ............ 2,144 
San Francisco, Calif. .... (Presentation Sisters) .......... 1,988 ° 
La Crosse, Wis. ...........- (Franciscan Sisters) ............ 958 
San Diego, Calif. -......... (Social Service Sisters) .......- 661 
Tucson, Arizona ............ (Benedictine Sisters) -......... 451 
Sacramento, Calif. -....... (Social Service Sisters) ........ 345 
Fort Wayne, Ind. .......... RPMI © Soccdacgscnacedsctnscavecs 316 
Mundelein, Ill. .............. (Benedictine Sisters) -~......... 248 
Honolulu, Hawaii ........ (Sacred Hearts Sisters) -..... 245 
RR GE DIBB 8iiicoccaypieccsten gst winde dating wlanpschakinidphaaens 165 
Oakland, Calif. ............ (Providence Hospital) .......... 50 


A total of 72,669 Night Adorers in America! Thanks, glory 
and praise to the Sacred Heart of jesus! 
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Dear APOSTLE OF THE SACRED Heart: This is your work, your 
success and also your honor. Remember that those 72,669 Night 
Adorers are precious gems which you place in the crown of the 
adorable King of Love. With this same diadem He will crown you 
on the day of eternal glory. May this splendid success encourage 
those many good and sincere souls, who sometimes, however, are 
rather timid and pessimistic about the Apostolate. Have boundless 
confidence! 

I ask each one of the generous Night Adorers to continue the 
conquest of good and fervent souls for Night Adoration in the Home 
with renewed zeal. In thanksgiving for this great spiritual victory 
achieved, I earnestly beg you all to gain at least three new Adorers 
in honor and for the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost. 


Bless America, © Sacred Heart! 
Reign in America, O Christ the King! 





Go to the Tabernacle » 
a Oso aa 
D° all have our personal trials, our own in- 
{ terior and exterior crosses, often heavy and 
hard to bear. Let us carry them with firm trust, 
humbly and quietly, to our dear Lord. Let us 
not seek very eagerly after human sympathy and 
human aid; but go directly and kneel before the 
tabernacle, and there touch, as it were, Our 
Lord’s garment in perfect confidence that He 
will pity and help us. To the quiet heart, wait- 
ing for Him, peace will surely come, and pa- 
tience and rest. If He does not see fit to take away the exact trial that 
weighs on us, He will give something better still, and that is, the love 
and strength to bear it. So let us learn the prayer of quiet, and the 
quiet of prayer, placing ourselves quite simply in God’s presence and 
abiding with Him in unbroken peace. 





————$—$—$—$$——— 
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Blessed Are the Undefiled 


—=0e04— 
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7: N THE golden month of October every Catholic heart 
IN { KG) delights in honoring Our Lady with the beautiful title 

PV) of Queen of the Holy Rosary and strives to practice 
\ the devotion of the Rosary with renewed fervor. October, 
%, however, does not limit the honor we pay t8 Mary 
to the Rosary devotion. It presents us with two other 
sublimely beautiful feasts of our Blessed Mother. First and foremost 
this month gladdens us with the feast of Mary’s Divine Maternity 
(October 11), and five days later with the feast of the Purity of 
Mary. And is it not uniquely fitting that these feasts should be so 
closely associated, since God made purity the condition of Mary’s 
Divine Motherhood? 

What vistas of grace are opened up to us in contemplating these — 
feasts! When we reflect upon the sweet name of “Mother of God” 
what a halo of glory do we not behold enveloping Mary! Oh, if 
we could but penetrate the abyss of sanctity which that office holds, 
the depths of purity it enshrouds! To greet Mary with her title 
“Mother of God,” is to utter the highest praise that can be given to 
her, because it can be addressed to her alone. These words are so full 
of meaning that no one who weighs them well can find any greater 
to ascribe to the glorious Queen of heaven. This praise surpasses 
all praise and contains in itself all her praises. As Mother of God, 
Mary is Mother and Virgin, Mother without an earthly spouse, Mother 
inviolate, Mother chaste, pure and immaculate. And Mother of whom? 
Mother of God, Mother of her Creator, Mother of her Redeemer. 

We remind Mary of all these prerogatives over and over again 
when we pray the Rosary, and with each Hail Mary salute her: “Mary, 
Mother of God!” How those words must thrill her! And when we 
greet her thus, we honor in a special way her virginal purity, for we 
preface these words with holy, thus giving honor to her perfect purity 
of heart and body. What illustrious praise we give her in calling 
her holy, and well does she, the “Immaculate Conception,” God’s 
fair, sinless creature, the Virgin-Mother of the Child Divine, merit 
to be so called. 

Can we name a virtue which so adorns the soul and enriches it 
as purity? But is there a virtue which requires more sustained, more 
persevering efforts than it? Principally on account of this virtue 
is man’s life, according to Job, a warfare, a perpetual combat. This 
combat commences with the tenderest years of childhood and ends 
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only with the parting breath. It is a combat that allows not a 
moment’s respite. It is a combat against a numerous host of enemies, 
powerfully armed, who attack on all sides at once, a combat in 
which the least hesitation means defeat and every wilful surrender is 
fatal. 

Mary most pure, in whom was realized the most perfect ideal 
of human purity, well knows the struggle her children must sustain 
to preserve the precious treasure of purity. She knows the excellence 
and the greatness of the “angelic virtue,” as purity is so commonly 
called. She is the powerful protectress of those who aspire to that 
holy virtue. Her maternal assistance will obtain victory on earth 
and an immortal crown in repulsing the attacks of the enemy. 

There have been heroic men and women in every age who have 
known how, with Mary’s help, to traverse without stain the overflowing 
sea of human corruption and to resist without a show of weakness 
the allurements of evil pleasure and the solicitations of concupiscence. 
Yes, these heroic men and women, despite the inclinations of their 
senses and provocations from without, have remained faithful to 
the voice of conscience and have reached the shores of eternity 
“pure of heart.” They have merited great glory in God’s sight, and 
as their merit, so is their reward. 

But there have been, and are, other souls, and they can be counted 
by the thousands, who have fallen into the mire of sins. of impurity. 
They have lost their baptismal innocence. They forgot the Master’s 
recommendation, “Watch and pray,” and fell into the snares of the 
tempter. Nevertheless God still offered the succor of His grace in 
the sacraments of penance and the Eucharist. Again and again He 
healed the wounds of the fallen and strengthened the courage of 
the weak. But when these souls departed from this life, even though, 
through God’s mercy, they were in a state of grace, must we not 
suppose that they found a long and terrible purgation awaiting them, 
because they did little or nothing at all to pay back to God the debt 
with which they charged themselves with each sin of impurity? 
Perhaps many thought that in confessing their sins and obtaining 
absolution for them, their standing with God was the same as when 


they came from the baptismal font. Perhaps they did not realize. 


that sin bears with it a twofold consequence — first, the guilt or 
stain which blackens the soul, and secondly, the obligation of making 
an adequate restitution to God for the glory and honor of which the 
sinner has robbed Him by his rebellion against His commandments. 
Perhaps these sinners thought that sin was well worth the pleasure 
it afforded them, because they erroneously believed that they were 
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fully reinstated in God’s favor by repenting of the sin. At any rate 
how many are the souls who heap up multitudinous and enormous 
sins with no thought of the satisfaction that must be made for them. 
Too late these souls learn that each sin requires a condign satisfaction, 
and that it must be paid by them in the fires of purgatory if they made 
no attempt to do penance on earth. 

Fearful lest we should find ourselves in such a pitiable state and 
need the succor of the prayers of charitable friends, let us be mindful 
of these souls who suffer indescribable torments. In honor of Mary’s 
immaculate purity let us take our beads and look up to the Mother 
of God and the Mother of men and beg her, through the merits of 
the Precious Blood of her Divine Son, which the Holy Ghost drew from 
the fountains of her pure heart, to hasten to purify these souls in 
Its ruddy depths. Let us implore her to offer the merits of her spotless 
purity, and, fervently and constantly supplicating her through the 
Holy Rosary, we will surely obtain for these souls the cleansing of 
their stains, so that, mirroring the Divine Beauty, they may be found 
worthy to be admitted into heaven and forever praise the goodness 


of God. 
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Faith through the Cross 
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ITNESSING a whole pagan village carrying the Cross 
in a solemn Buddhistic procession was the strange 
experience of a Catholic missionary of the Vicariate 
of Phat Diem, Indo-China. 

The priest watched until the procession ended 
and then asked the reason for it. “Once upon a time,” 
the village folk told him, “we saw Christians carrying 

a cross in procession when they were suffering from hard times. We 

tried the same and had excellent results. This year, since we are 

considerably hard put, we decided to have the processidn of the cross 
again.” 

The priest asked them whether they would not like to be Christians 
in reality, rather than just imitate them. “Certainly,” they answered. 
“In fact, several years ago our village was ready to be converted and 
a traveling missionary came to the pagoda at our request to speak to 
us, but he had no sooner gone away than the elders of the village 
decided that it would be better to wait a bit before being converted.” 

The sequel to this story was not given, but without doubt the 
resolution to embrace the Christian Faith has now been carried into 
effect, and the neophytes have learned to love and venerate that sacred 
Symbol, the unconscious veneration of which brought them the light 
of the True Faith. 
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Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
aes eae es al 
The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE IX — The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints 
cenforenefprenefonee 
Relations of the Church and State 


UCH is written and said about the relations existing between 
the Church and the State. Unhappily there exists in the minds 
of many persons the false idea that these two societies are at 

variance, and that a person cannot at the same time be a loyal member 
of both. Nothing could be farther from the truth. In fact, there is 
no citizen so faithful to the duties of good citizenship as the good 
Catholic. Both societies should exist and work in harmony, for their 
interests are in no way opposed, and answering as they do the twofold 
purpose of man — his spiritual and his temporal welfare — they 
can best realize their purpose by co-operation. 

Each is a perfect society, since each contains within itself the 
means necessary for unimpaired action and for the attainment of 
its ends. Both receive their authority to govern from God Himself, 
and both have their proper sphere in which to function. The Church 
rules men with a religious or spiritual power and aims to lead them 
to eternal happiness; the State rules men with a civil or secular power, 
and aims to procure their temporal happiness. The Church has received 
her authority from God by a positive mandate on the part of Jesus 
Christ; the State has grown out of the needs and tendencies that are 
natural to man, and therefore derives its authority from God, the 
Author of nature. 

The Catholic doctrine on the relations of Church and State is 
thus defined by Pope Leo XIII in his Encyclical on the Christian 
Constitution of States: — 

“The Almighty, therefore, has appointed the charge of the human 
race between two powers — the ecclesiastical and the civil; the one 
being set over Divine, the other over human things. Each in its 
kind is supreme; each has fixed limits within which it is contained, 
which are defined by the nature and the special object of the province 
of each, so that there is, we may say, an orbit traced out, within 
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which the action of each is brought into play by its own native right; 
but inasmuch as each of these two powers has authority over the same 
subjects, and as it might come to pass that one and the same thing — 
related differently, but still remaining one and the same thing — might 
belong to the jurisdiction and determination of both, therefore God, 
who foresees all things and who is the Author of these two powers, 
has marked out the course of each in right correlation of the other. ‘For 
the powers that are, are ordained of God’”’ (Rom. xiii. 1). 

And farther on he continues: ‘‘One of the two has for its proximate 
and chief object the well-being of this mortal life; the other, the ever- 
lasting joys of heaven. Whatever, therefore, in things human, is of a 
sacred character, whatever belongs either of its own nature or by 
reason of the end to which it is referred, to the salvation of souls, or 
to the worship of God, is subject to the power and judgment of the 
Church. Whatever is to be ranged under the civil and political order 
is rightly subject to the civil authority. Jesus Christ has Himself 
given command that what is Cesar’s is to be rendered to Cesar, and 
what belongs to God is to be rendered to God.” (Luke xx. 25.) 

Considering the origin of Church and State, both are equally per- 
fect. In the matter of purpose, however, the Church is a higher society, 
and in this sense the State is inferior to the Church. Since its end, 
the eternal happiness of men, is the most noble of all ends, the Church 
must necessarily be superior to the State, whose horizon is limited to 
the things of this world. The Catholic Church teaches, therefore, that 
no man’s allegiance to the State is absolute and undivided, but must 
always be limited by conscience and the law of God. If the laws of 
the State should go counter to those of the Church, then the Catholic 
would be in duty bound to obey the Church, even though it should mean 
persecution and death. Frequently in the course of history, loyalty to 
Christ has meant disobedience to a State that taught anti-Christian 
principles, as has been and is still being witnessed in our own day. 
With St. Peter, the modern Catholic as well as the ancient Christian 
must be prepared to offer fearless resistance to temporal authority 
which seeks to override the commandments of God, and to exclaim, 
even in the face of martyrdom, “We must obey God rather than 
men’”’ (Acts v. 29). 

The Church is prepared to recognize every valid claim that the 
State may have on its citizens. She commands her members to submit 
to all lawful authority, except in case of violation of the law of God. 
Difficulties that arise between the Church and the State are due mostly 
to the invasion of the exclusive rights of the Church, or to the practical 
denial of her competence to legislate in certain matters. But it cannot 
be denied that in times past, particularly in the Middle Ages, some 
ecclesiastics interfered excessively in temporal affairs. This was due, 
however, to the fact that many of the prelates of the Church were 
worldly princes, appointed to their office by secular powers, whose lives 
were a source of scandal and who sought their own temporal gain 
rather than the interests of the Church. 

Friction is most likely to occur in matters wherein both the Church 
and the State are competent to legislate, such as the education of chil- 
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dren, and the contract of marriage. In cases of dissension, the juris- 
diction of the Church must be given precedence, because the Church is 
a higher society than the State in view of the greater excellence of its 
purpose. Difficulties are often prevented or settled by a concordat or 
treaty between the Holy See and the civil power in question. 

The affairs of Church and State are usually regulated by the formal 
establishment of diplomatic relations and the interchange of represen- 
tatives as between two civil powers. When established relations exist 
between the Holy See and a civil government, the papal representative, 
called a Nuncio, has, in addition to his ecclesiastical mission, a diplo- 
matic character like the representative of any other sovereign power. 
That is, he is empowered to deal with the civil government in matters 
involving the interests of the Church, while at the same time he exer- 
cises jurisdiction over the Church in his territory. Incumbents of this 
office are usually Titular Archbishops. In countries that have no es- 
tablished relations with the Holy See, such as the United States, the 
representative of the Pope, or Apostolic Delegate, has a purely ecclesi- 
astical character, with the duty of watching over the status of the 
Church in the territory assigned to him. 

At the present time the Vatican has a very extensive diplomatic 
corps, having formal relations with forty countries. The Apostolic 
Delegation to the United States, which recently celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of its establishment, is of great importance, and is prac- 
tically equivalent to a nunciature, though it cannot formally possess 
this status unless the United States re-establishes its diplomatic rela- 
tions with the Vatican, which were broken off in 1867, after an exist- 
ence of some eighteen years. In view of the very friendly relations 
existing between our Government and the Holy See, it is hoped that 
diplomatic relations will soon be re-established, to the mutual advan- 
tage of both parties. 

If the Church has, in the course of centuries, frequently come in 
conflict with the temporal powers, it is not because she is contemptuous 
of civil authority, but because she is the unrelenting foe of tyranny and 
injustie. Her unyielding resistance to the abuse of authority is 
equaled by her perfect docility to the legitimate exercise of authority. 
She accommodates herself to all forms of government, and has no 
preference in this regard, her sole interest being in good government 
no matter what form it may take. Nevertheless, there is scarcely 
any power under which she lives which does not accuse her of favoring 
the one which may at the time be in opposition to itself. Such claims, 
however, are always false, since the Church by her very nature keeps 
aloof from politics, as such. Regrettably the actions and expressions 
of private individuals are often regarded as official actions or views 
of the Church, and in this way much discredit falls upon the Church 
for which she is not at all responsible. 

Needless to say, the Church must be independent of all civil 
government, in order to be perfectly free to carry out her Divine 
mission. She must be free to preach openly the doctrine of Christ, 
free to administer the sacraments and free to conduct public worship. 
She must be free to establish disciplinary laws within her own com- 
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munion; she must be free and independent of state control in choosing 
her clergy and her hierarchy; she must be free to use the natural 
means necessary to accomplish her mission, and therefore must be 
free to own and use property, and to use all means of communication 
and transportation. 

The Pope, as the universal Pontiff of the Catholic Church, does 
not claim: any right to interfere in purely temporal affairs. His 
spiritual subjects, while fully acknowledging his supremacy in spiritual 
matters, are equally bound in temporal allegiance to the civil govern- 
ment under which they live, unless that government should trespass 
upon the spiritual domain and command things contrary to the law 
of God. Only in his capacity of sovereign of Vatican City does the 
Pope exercise temporal power, and that only over the citizens of 
his territory. 

In our days we are witnessing, in various countries, the sad 
results of the encroachment of the State upon the rights of the 
Church. Sooner or later these civil powers will be forced to admit 
their grave mistake, for, to quote a modern diplomat: “All history 
of western civilization, from the Roman Empire to modern times, 
from Diocletian to Bismarck, teaches that when the State undertakes 
a fight against religion it is the State which will emerge defeated 
in the end. A struggle against religion is a struggle against the 
incomprehensible and unreachable. It is a struggle against the spirit 
in its most intimate and profound form, and it is now proved that 
in the struggle the arms of the State, even the sharpest, do not 
succeed in inflicting mortal blows on the Church, which — especially 
the Catholic — comes out triumphantly from the hardest of tests... 


“When the fight is against a State, the State is confronted 
with material reality which can be seized, mutilated or transformed, but 
when the fight is against a religion, one does not succeed in picking 
out any particular target. Simple passive resistance of priests and 
believers is enough to render the attack of the State inefficient. 
Bismarck, in the eight years of his Kulturkampf — determined by 
the proclamation of the dogma of the infallibility of the Pope in 
religious matters —- caused the arrest of scores of bishops, the closing 
of hundreds of churches, the disbanding of many Catholic organiza- 
tions, and even the sequestering of their funds... The result of this 
persecution was to bring the number of Catholic deputies in the 
Reichstag to a hundred, to render the future of Windthorst popular 
throughout the world, and to improve the moral resistance of the 
German Catholic world. In the end, Bismarck, the founder of the 
German Empire, capitulated before Leo XIII...” 

While the Church has no authority over the State, she nevertheless 
exercises a powerful influence over temporal affairs through the con- 
sciences of her members. There never can be a clean-cut distinction 
between an individual’s character as a citizen and as a Catholic, for 
his religious and moral principles will necessarily influence his civic 
life and temporal affairs. If our countries are to be truly “Christian,” 
religion as a social force must express itself in the life of the in- 
dividual. The social institutions of the State must be impregnated 
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with Christian principles, so that all phases of society may come under 
the directive influence of Christianity. It is this that Pope Pius XI 
had in mind when he so urgently stressed the need of Catholic Action, 
which he defined as a participation of the laity in the apostolic mission 
of the hierarchy. 

Never, perhaps, in the history of the Church has there been greater 
need of an alert, well-informed, staunch and devout laity to stem 
the rising tide of paganism and to bring the influence of the Church 
into all walks of life. But it will always remain true that of all 
forms of Catholic Action, none can equal the efficacy of living in 
perfect harmony with the Church’s teachings, and thus presenting 
living examples of the saving and sanctifying influence of the Church, 
and identifying her as the true ark of salvation. To be continued 





St. Hedwig, Model of Christian Womanhood 
in All Walks of Life 


») AINT HEDWIG, Duchess of Silesia, was born about 1174, at 
b the castle of Andechs. She was one of eight children born 
to Berthold IV, the Count of Andechs and Duke of Croatia 
and Dalmatia, whose wife, Agnes, was also of royal lineage. 
Regarding her family it is interesting to note that, of 
Hedwig’s four brothers, two became saintly bishops, and one 
of her sisters became the mother of Saint Elizabeth of Thuringia, while 
a second sister became Abbess of the Monastery of Kitzingen, where 
Hedwig received her early education. 

By a singular mark of Divine favor, Hedwig was from her cradle 
formed to virtue by the example and lessons of her devout mother and 
those placed about her. In her very infancy her inclinations were 
turned to piety and devotion. According to an old biography, Hedwig 
was taken from school at the age of twelve, and, in compliance with 
her parents’ wishes, was married to Henry I of Silesia, who some years 
later succeeded his father to the dukedom. As wife and mother, Hedwig 
acquitted herself with great fidelity of her respective duties towards 
God, her husband, her children and her servants, making it her study 
in all things to please God, and to sanctify her own and others’ souls. 

For some years after her marriage, Hedwig resided chiefly at 
Breslau. Of the seven children born of the union, three — a son, 
Boleslaw, and two daughters, Sophia and Agnes — died at an early age. 
Henry, after his father’s death, succeeded to his title and estates, and 
Conrad died while still a young man, as a result of a fall from his 
horse. The third daughter, Gertrude, embraced the religious life. 
Hedwig’s youngest child, also named Boleslaw (born after the death of 
the first son thus named), was baptized on Christmas Day, 1208. At 
Hedwig’s suggestion, after the birth of this son, she and her husband 
pronounced a vow of perpetual chastity before the Bishop of Breslau 
and thereafter led a virginal life. 
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The fact that she lived in a palace did not prevent the Duchess 
from practicing great austerities. She fasted often and watched in 
prayer, and was accustomed each day before she took her own coarse 
refection to serve thirteen poor persons, whom she maintained and 
served with excellent food in honor of Christ and His Apostles. The 
simplicity which she observed in her dress showed that, if out of respect 
to her husband and his court she was obliged to wear noble apparel, 
she was nevertheless an enemy to vain and gaudy ornaments. 

Henry, the husband of Hedwig, was an energetic prince and set 
about to extend the boundaries of his duchy and establish his authority 
on a firm basis, while rendering important services in promoting the 
welfare of his subjects, especially by encouraging a more highly de- 
veloped civilization and by fostering religion. Hedwig took a prominent 
part in the beneficient administration of her husband. Her prudence, 
fortitude and piety won for her great influence in the government of 
the land. In particular she devoted herself to the support of new 
monastic foundations and assisted those already in existence. 

In addition to founding several Augustinian and Cistercian mon- 
asteries, St. Hedwig established the Dominicans at Breslau and brought 
the Franciscans to Goldberg and later to Krossen. Henry founded a 
hospital of the Holy Ghost at Breslau and Hedwig devoted herself with 
the greatest charity to the care of the leper women in the hospital at 
Neumarkt. Urged by his saintly wife, the Duke donated the ground 
and founded a convent for Cistercian nuns at Trebnitz, in 1202, and 
generously endowed it. This was the first house of religious women 
in Silesia. It was in this convent that. Gertrude, the daughter of St. 
Hedwig, made her profession and later became the second Abbess. 

After she and her husband had taken their vow of virginity, Hedwig 
spent much of her time in the monastery of Trebnitz. Here she was 
accustomed to wear only clothes of plain grey material, under which 
she wore a hair shirt. She would often walk to church barefooted over 
ice and snow, though she carried her shoes with her lest she should 
meet anyone who would discover her in this act of penance. Though 
she had a comfortable bed in her room, she never used it, but took her 
rest on the bare floor. A great part of the night was spent in prayer. 
During the day, she constantly sent up sighs of loving desire towards 
God and frequently at her devotions she was seen to shed tears. 

St. Hedwig’s special devotion was to the Blessed Sacrament. Her 
greatest joy was to buy the bread and wine for the holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass, and each day she assisted at all the Masses said in the church. 
Her devotion was especially remarkable when she received Holy Com- 
munion. 

St. Hedwig had to suffer many trials and tribulations in her 
married life. In 1227, her husband was treacherously attacked by 
the Duke of Pomerania and severely wounded and imprisoned. Upon 
receiving news of this foul deed, Hedwig, showing unalterable peace 
of mind, as was her wont, replied that she hoped to see her husband 
in a short time at liberty and in good health. The conqueror rejected 
all terms offered for the freedom of Duke Henry, which obliged the 
eldest son, Henry II, to raise a powerful army to attempt his father’s 
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rescue by force of arms. Hedwig, whose tender soul could never bear 
the shedding of Christian blood without doing all she could to prevent 
it, went in person to her husband’s captor. The very sight of her cooled 
his rage, and Hedwig easily obtained all that she asked. 

The example of his pious wife had so great an influence on Duke 
Henry that, besides allowing her full liberty in her manner of life 
and exercises of piety, he gradually imitated her virtues, observing the 
modesty and recollection of a monk in the midst of his court and show- 
ing himself a true father to his people, above all in exercising great 
solicitude towards the poor and weak. He directed his thoughts to 
administering justice to his subjects, and, as already mentioned, to 

. making religion and piety flourish in his dominions. He died happily 
in 1238 and was greatly mourned by all those to whom he had shown 
himself so kind a benefactor and protector. 

After her husband’s death, Hedwig put on the religious garb in 
the convent at Trebnitz and lived in loving obedience to her daughter, 
Gertrude, who was at that time Abbess of the house. However, St. 
Hedwig refrained from making monastic vows, in order that she might 
continue to assist the needy by her bountiful charities. Out of a spirit 
of poverty and humility she never wore anything but old, threadbare, 
castaway habits. She always showed a truly beautiful spirit of meek- 
ness in her relations with her religious sisters. 

Three years after the death of her husband, St. Hedwig sustained 
a grievous trial in the loss of her eldest son Henry, surnamed the Pious, 
who had succeeded his father in the duchies of both the Greater and 
Lesser Poland and of Silesia. The Tartars, with a numberless army, 
poured out of Asia from the north, proposing to over-run all of Europe. 
Having plundered their way through Russia and Bulgaria, they arrived 
at Cracow, in Poland. The city had been abandoned by its inhabitants, 
who had taken with them its treasures. The enemy, therefore, set fire 
to the city and burnt it to the ground, and then proceeded on to Bres- 
lau, in Silesia, to which they laid siege. Terrified by a globe of fire 
which fell from the heavens upon their camp in answer to the prayers 
of St. Ceslas, the barbarians retired to Legnitz. Duke Henry assembied 
his forces here, and after every soldier had gone to confession, he 
caused Holy Mass to be celebrated at which all received Holy Commun- 
ion. From this sacred action he courageously led his troops upon the 
enemy. He manifested wonderful marks of courage in this memorable 
battle, but after a time his horse was shot from under him, and he 
himself was slain. 

St. Hedwig, upon hearing of the disaster which had befallen her 
son, without displaying any signs of grief or trouble of mind, said 
simply: “God has disposed of my son as it pleased Him. We ought 
to have no other will than His.’’ Then raising her eyes towards heaven, 
she prayed: “I thank You, my God, for having given me such a son, 
who always loved and honored me and never gave me the least occa- 
sion of displeasure. To see him alive was my great joy; yet I feel a 
still greater pleasure in seeing him, by such a death, deserve to be 
united to You in Your kingdom of glory. O my God, with my whole 
heart I commend to You his dear soul.” Thus did this heroic mother 
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give proof of her lively faith and hope, which powerfully and sweetly 
dispelled the grief of her great affliction. Her conduct, too, lent irre- 
sistible force to the holy advice which she gave to others in affliction. 
Being a true and faithful lover of the Cross, she was wont to exhort 
all with whom she conversed to arm themselves against the prosperity 
of the world with still more diligence than against its adversities, the 
former being fraught with more snares and dangers, 

St. Hedwig was a model of true humility, and God was pleased 
to honor this virtue with the gift of miracles. A nun of Trebnitz, who 
had been blind, recovered her sight by the blessing of the saint with the 
Sign of the Cross. 

In her last illness, St. Hedwig insisted on receiving extreme unction 
before any others could be persuaded that she was in danger of death. 
She then prepared herself for her passage into eternity by meditation 
upon the Passion of Christ, which she had always made a principal 
part of her tender devotions. God was pleased to bring her life to a 
happy end by calling her to Himself on October 15, 1243. Her mortal 
remains were deposited at Trebnitz. Her piety and gentleness had won 
for her even during life the reputation of being a saint, and -Holy 
Church formally recognized her as such when Pope Clement IV can- 
onized her in 1266, and raised her to the honors of the altar. Pope 
Innocent XI appointed the 17th of October as her feast. 

All Poland honors St. Hedwig with special veneration as its patron- 
ess. At the present time when these brave people are enduring the 
terrible ordeals of a most cruel religious persecution, our conscience 
must surely reproach us if we fail to assist them by our daily prayers 
to their beloved patroness, begging her to strengthen the faith and 
indomitable courage which they have shown in their fight for religious 
and national rights. In imitating St. Hedwig’s holy life, which is so 
beautifully summed up in the Collect which Holy Church prays in the 
Mass of her feast, and which contains for us, too, the key to holy living, 
we shall increase the efficacy of our prayers for peace: ‘“‘O God, who 
didst teach blessed Hedwig to renounce the pomps of this world with 
her whole heart, so that she might humbly follow Thy Cross, grant 
that, through her example and merits, we may learn to trample under 
foot the perishable delights of this world, and, by cleaving to Thy Cross, 
overcome whatever may withstand us.”’ 


_—_——_—— 


Spiritual Vitamins for October 
Se 
1. Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for us. 
2. O purest Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary, obtain for me from 
Jesus purity and humility of heart. 
3. Immaculate Queen of Peace, pray for us. 
4. Jesus, King and center of all hearts, through the advent of Thy 
kingdom grant us peace. 
(Ind. of 300 days each time for each invocation.) 
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Our Guide through Life 


Sl Hele 
N the eyes of our Heavenly Father, we are all as little children, 
journeying as pilgrims through a strange land toward our heavenly 
home. In His fatherly solicitude He has given to each one of us a 
guardian from His own celestial court, to be our constant companion 
and guide in this dangerous journey. In our guardian angel we have 
a true friend, a wise counselor, a constant protector, a powerful aid, 
a loving companion and an unwearying advocate before the throne of 


God. 


All through life our heavenly guardian attends us, and when we 
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come to die the Church prays that the angels of God may meet our 
departing souls, receive them, present them before the Lord and conduct 
them to their place of rest. In blessing our graves, the Church prays 
that God would assign them holy angels as their keepers. Thus from 
our entrance into the world until our departure from it, “God has 
given His angels charge over us to keep us in all our ways, . . . minister- 
ing spirits to minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation.” 

But how often we must reproach ourselves for our forgetfulness 
of this heavenly prince! And is it not because we fail to realize how 
much we owe to this angelic guide? The age in which we live is so 
given to material things that people are apt to accept only what they 
can perceive with their senses. The blessed spirits that are always 
near us, yet al] unseen, can justly complain of our ingratitude and 
neglect. The feast of the Holy Guardian Angels (October 2) should 
be for us an occasion of offering loving reparation to our guardian 
angel for our past neglect, and of renewing our resolution to show 
him a loving, thoughtful and grateful homage each day of our lives, 
especially when we rise in the morning and retire at night. And every 
time the thought of our holy angel comes to us, it must be accompanied 
with a feeling of renewed love and gratitude toward the good God, 
who has mercifully provided us with this powerful help to overcome 
the wiles of the evil spirits in our heavenward pilgrimage. 


An Evening’s Retrospect 
ite 
OMEONE has said that the days of life are like the 


waters of a river, ever rushing to the sea — the sea of 
eternity. And yet we so seldom reflect that a great 
part of our life passes with each day. It would seem 
that we are as indifferent to the rapid passing of our 
life as if our days were never to be exhausted. Never- 
theless, each one may without much difficulty count the number of 
days which, barring an unforeseen death, are likely to be his on earth. 
If he cancels from this number one by one the days as they pass, 
he will behold with terror how rapidly the seemingly great number 
decreases. “Time flies and death approaches,” is an age-old saying — 
a thought which every thinking person might well address to himself 
at the close of each day. Hence, a thoughtful person will reflect each 
evening upon what the past day has been for him, whether it has 
helped him or harmed him spiritually. 

Who of us would dare to say that he needs no reconciliation with 
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God at the end of each day? Who of us has spent his days with 
such perfect dispositions that he would dare close his eyes at night in 
sleep without a contrite prayer to God, the Father of mercies? The 
greatest saints have prayed to God for pardon with deep sighs of 
contrition at the close of days which to us might seem to have been 
without the least shadow of sin. Those who have conscientiously 
guarded against the smallest sin have thought themselves the greatest 
sinners at the nightly examination of conscience. This is easily under- 
stood, for the purer a soul is, the more it considers the smallest im- 
perfections as great offenses against God. How much more, then, 
should we ordinary mortals, who fall perhaps seventy times a day, 
acknowledge to God our misdeeds and faults of the closing day? If 
we do not do so, our guilt will grow to immense proportions, and 
woe to us if death should steal upon us during the night and summon 
us before the judgment seat of God! 

Let us then adopt the holy practice of making a short examination 
of conscience at the close of each day, taking account of the good we 
have omitted, of our sins of thought, word and action, of work which 
could have been done more perfectly, of our neglected duties towards 
our family and towards our fellowmen, etc. Let us take account also 
of our prayers, of our habitual faults. Then, with a contrite heart, 
let us acknowledge our defects and form a firm resolution that to- 
morrow it shal] be different. What a change for the better would be 
brought about in the world, were every Christian to give himself a 
strict account of all his deeds and omissions every evening! This would 
indeed produce fruits of holiness, the practice of acting immediately 
and blotting out sin through contrition and amendment, rather than 
of living in the state of sin for weeks or even months. Those who 
carry their sins about with them longer than a day and give no thought 
to them as evening shadows fall dull their conscience so that it no 
longer warns them of the danger to which they have exposed themselves. 

We know that sleep is for so many a passing into death. Therefore 
we should examine the condition of our soul before retiring at night, 
so that it may be such when we go to sleep that we need not fear 
to appear before God and receive our sentence. If we have made 
peace with God by an act of perfect contrition for our misdeeds before 
we retire, then we may calmly leave the rest to the Providence of God, 
whether we live to see another day or whether we die during the night. 
With our dying Savior we may then confidently say: “Father, into 
Thy hands I commend my spirit!” If we make it a practice to glance 
over the past day every evening, we may with calm resignation await 
the last hour, whether it comes suddenly or with due warning. 








188 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Little frovers’ freague 
sereforenefororefoves 
To foster love for the Most Blessed Sacrament among children. 


Besides fulfilling the condition of one of the following degrees, 
each member must be faithful in practicing the virtue and saying the 
aspiration recommended each month. Little Lovers should also be 
devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary, should pray to her each day to 
teach them to love the Most Blessed Sacrament, and say a Hail Mary 
every day for all the members of the League. 


Patroness: Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Special Patrons: St. Tarsicius and the Little Flower. 


BOYS: Eucharistic Knights GIRLS: Eucharistic Handmaids 


Those wishing to join must have their name enrolled and promise 
to fulfil the conditions of one of the following: — 
DEGREES 
(Boys) (Girls) 
1. Sanctuary Guards and Sanctuary Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday and receive 
Holy Communion at least once a month, 
2. Perpetual Light Guards and Perpetual Light Guardians 
Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass every Sunday and receive 
Holy Communion once a week. 


3. Tabernacle Guards and Tabernacle Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion 
several times weekly. 


4. Eucharistic Guards and Eucharistic Guardians 


Boys and girls who attend Holy Mass, receive Holy Communion 
and visit the Blessed Sacrament daily. 


5. Noble Eucharistic Guards and Noble Eucharistic Guardians 


Boys who in addition to fulfilling Girls who in addition to fulfilling 
the conditions of the 4th degree, the conditions of the 4th degree, 
serve Holy Mass, though they need gain 5 members to be at least 
not do so daily. Tabernacle Guardians. 


NOTE: — Small boys who have not yet made their First Holy Com- 
munion may be enrolled as Pages; small girls, as Sentinels. 

They are expected to attend Holy Mass on Sundays and daily say the 

aspiration: ‘“‘Sweet Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, I love Thee!” 
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* a eS CTOBER, the month of the Holy Rosary, is especially set 
{ elt) ) aside by the Church and dedicated to the honor of Our 
qe Wes} ‘AV Blessed Lady. It will not be necessary, we know, to remind 
—s our young readers of the love they should bear and the 
reverence they owe to Our Blessed Lady, who is exalted 
above all women because she is the Mother of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Devotion to Our Lady is the best test of a good Catholic. 
Protestants as a rule do not honor Our Lady, and it is precisely in 
showing her honor that Catholics differ most from their Protestant 
friends and _ neighbors. 
Now, of all devotions to 
Our Lady, the Rosary is 
dearest and most pleasing 
to her. If we honor Our 
Lady by praying it in our 
hours of joy as well as 
in our hours of sorrow, 
in our hours of triumph 
and success as well as in 
those of trial and failure, 
we shall find more than 
once, as we go through 
life, that it is indeed true 
what St. Bernard has said, 
that no one ever had re- 
course to Mary’s protec- 
tion, implored her help 
or sought her aid, without 
obtaining relief. Our 
Holy Father has appealed 
especially to children to 
pray the Rosary faithful- 
ly during this month, and 
we hope each one of you 
will respond by praying 
the Rosary every day. 
October 3 is the feast of the Little Flower of Jesus, one of your 
special patrons. As this feast falls on a Sunday, no doubt many of 
you will offer Holy Mass and Communion in her honor. Ask Saint 
Therese to obtain for you a great love for the Blessed Sacrament, 
and for our Blessed Mother, and to be always loving and obedient 
toward your parents as she was. 





Le 





St. Therese and her Mother 


x 
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The Altar Boy 


OR several Sunday evenings, while the altar boys were standing in 
the sacristy waiting for the services to begin, Father Fintan had 
noticed a little lad, about twelve years old, looking in at the open door. 
Wistfully and earnestly he watched the train of red cassocks and white 
surplices that was ready to march into the sanctuary. On the third 
evening Father Fintan asked one of the little servers who the boy was. 
“His name is Charlie Blake, Father, but he is not a Catholic,’ replied 
the little server. ‘‘I am glad to see you, Charlie,” said Father Fintan. 
“Do you like to watch the altar boys?” 

“Yes, sir,”’ the lad replied, and his heart’s desire shone on his 
bright face as he asked eagerly: ‘‘Couldn’t I be one, too?’ — “But 
you don’t believe in the Catholic Church, Charlie.’’ — “I know, Father, 
but won’t you please give me a chance?” 

The lad’s words and pleading look determined the good priest to 
grant his request, so he turned to get a cassock and surplice for 
Charlie, but the boy, thinking it was a refusal, sadly started to go 
away. Seeing this, Father Fintan called after him, “Yes, I’ll give you 
a chance, Charlie. Put these on,’ and he helped him slip into the 
cassock. Charlie looked as if he felt like a king, and no boy could 
have been more grave and reverent than he was as he stood beside a 
companion in the middle of the line. 

“Now, do as the others do,”’ the priest whispered to him as the 
procession started for the sanctuary. Charlie needed no exhortation to 
be attentive. He even surpassed his companions in his respectful de- 
votion. He listened breathlessly to every word that fell from the lips 
of the priest during the sermon, After that first evening, Charlie came 
every Sunday evening to serve at the Benediction services, and his 
interest never flagged. 

One evening Charlie lingered a while after the other boys had 
gone. ‘“‘Well, Charlie, are you tired of being an altar boy?” Father 
Fintan kindly inquired. — ‘‘Oh, no, Father, no, indeed! But Father, 
may I be a Catholic?” Father Fintan, gently putting his arm around 
him, answered quietly, ‘‘Certainly, my boy, but your parents must be 
consulted and give their consent.’’ — ‘‘Why, Father, I brought them 
to church every Sunday to see me in my altar boy’s clothes, and Mother 
says she would be happy if I were found good enough to be a 
Catholic.” 

Father Fintan took the boy’s address and went to see his parents 
the next day. They told him that neither they nor any of their six 
children had ever been baptized. He spoke to them about Charlie 
and found that both parents were not only willing that Charlie should 
become a Catholic, but also wished to do so themselves and have the 
other children do so too. So Father Fintan began at once to instruct 
the family and soon father, mother and six children were baptized. 
But better still, when Charlie became old enough, he began to study 
to become a priest and some day he hopes to stand at the altar and 
offer up the holy Sacrifice of the Mass and preach the word of God to 
starving souls who are yearning, just as he once did, for the word of 
Truth and the Bread of Life. 
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To Our Little Knights of the Blessed Sacrament 


ANY of our little Knights of the Blessed Sacrament are altar boys. 

Theirs is the unrivalled privilege of assisting the priest in 
the most holy of all acts — the offering up of the holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass, to which no other event on earth can be compared. Holy 
Mass is an act of Jesus, the all-holy God. It is an act which is so 
infinite, so immense, that our feeble minds cannot comprehend it, for 
not even the angels can do so. Priceless spiritual and temporal bless- 
ings flow from it to us. 

The altar boy is privileged to assist at this most holy act in the 
very midst of thousands and thousands of angels, who, though unseen, 
adore and worship God in the sanctuary. Each step the server takes, 
each word he speaks, is seen and heard by them, but they do not enjoy 
the privilege that he does in helping offer up the Holy Sacrifice. 

The altar boy in serving the priest serves God Himself, the King 
of kings. He represents the entire parish, and all the prayers he says 
and all the services he renders he does in the name of the congregation. 
The altar boy touches and handles holy things — the Missal, the cruets, 
the bell and censer. He presents to the priest the wine and water which 
is to be changed into the Blood of Christ. 

But if the altar boy is privileged in assisting in the sanctuary, he 
also has very important obligations. One of these is fidelity. He must 
be faithful and dependable in coming each day. Another requirement 
closely connected with this is punctuality. He must always be on time. 
It is possible, of course, for something unexpected to happen that would 
cause him to be late without it being his fault, but it should never 
happen that the server comes out after the priest is at the foot of the 
altar through his own carelessness or through laziness in getting up 
in the morning. That would show very little regard for the privileged 
office he holds, and very little love for God. A server must also be 
exact. He has to know the Latin prayers perfectly and know just what 
to do and when he is to do his part, such as moving the book or ringing 
the bell. All this takes study and attention. Then, of course, an altar 
boy must be neat. What a lack of respect would be shown if he were 
to come with his hair uncombed, his hands and face soiled, his shoes 
unpolished, his cassock only half-buttoned, or his surplice twisted out 
of place! Neatness is one way by which he shows his reverence at the 
altar, and above all, an altar boy must be reverent. He i¢ before the 
very throne of God, so he must move slowly and reverently, keep his 
hands carefully folded, and his eyes modestly lowered, unless he is 
looking at the altar. 








192 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Little sisters may well envy the happy lot of their brothers in 
serving Jesus at His very throne. And who knows but that perhaps 
some day Jesus will reward the little servers by making them His 
priests, at whose words He will come down upon the altar? 

Practice: Each day during October, say a decade of the Rosary, 
or if you can do so, five decades, to ask Our Blessed Lady to bring the 
war to an end. 

Aspiration: Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for us! 





A Plea for the Missions 
Ser Sanat Saas ee 


ESPITE the present global warfare, to which America 
has been contributing the utmost in manpower and arms, 
this nation constitutes the hope of the missions. To 
these United States the Sovereign Pontiff looks hopefully 
for a continuation of the aid which permits the mission- 
aries to pursue their Christlike labors to promote the 
reign of Christ the King, which today are being seen and 

appreciated by our armed forces throughout the world. 

May we ask our readers to help fulfil the wishes of the Holy Father 
by contributing to The Society for the Propagation of the Faith on 
Mission Sunday, October 24? Make this a day of real prayer and true 
Catholic Action for the Missions by creating a spiritual and monetary 
treasury for our Priests, Brothers and Sisters, laboring with heroic 
self-sacrifice for the salvation of souls. Remember that Home and 
Foreign Missions will be aided by your charity, since 9% of the funds 
received will be used for work in the Near East, 40% for the further- 
ance of the home apostolate and 51% for endeavor in the foreign field. 
For further details contact your Diocesan Director of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith, or send offering to: 


The National Office of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
109 East 38 Street, New York City. 





o_o_a_lCOon CoCo 


Please help us to supply the army camps with good literature 
by sending us offerings for booklets and magazines. 
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Y,N ORDER to derive the greatest graces from the 
feasts of Our Lord, His Blessed Mother, the angels 
and the saints we must get into the spirit of the 
feast. A practical way to prepare for any feast is 
to read and reflect on the mystery celebrated or 
to study the life and virtues of the saint, to beg for 
the special graces of the feast through a triduum 
or novena of prayer, and, on the feast itself, to 
assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion. 

For a few of the outstanding feasts of October 
we are glad to suggest the following very instructive devotional 
booklets :— 


Our Heavenly Companions — is an excellent little work treating of 
the solicitude and care which the Guardian Angel bears towards his protege, 
and suggesting ways of honoring and invoking him. A few minutes spent 
each day before the feast, October 2, in perusing this booklet, will be repaid 
with unexpected graces. Contains prayers for novena, Mass and other 
devotions. 10¢ 

CWI CWI CWO 


St. Therese of the Child Jesus — appeals to the hearts of young 
and old and is universally beloved. (Feast, Oct. 3.) The lessons of simpli- 
city and confidence in God which she teaches are much needed today. Let 
her charming life be the model you follow in building up your spiritual 
edifice. Novena, litany and other prayers will be found in this booklet. 10¢ 


CWI CWS OWS 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart — will point out the most 
fruitful ways of honoring the Sacred Heart of Jesus and of thus meriting 
to obtain the promises made to Saint Margaret Mary, (Feast, Oct. 17.) 10¢ 


CWI OWI CHD 


St. Jude, Helper in Desperate Cases — recounts the life and won- 
derful miracles of this great Apostle, whose feast we celebrate on October 
28. Countless persons have received marvelous favors through his interces- 
sion. Use this booklet to make a novena to him. 10¢ 


CWI CWI OND 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home — explains the 
object and spirit of the Enthronement and the manner of performing the 
ceremony. The Feast of the Kingship is a most fitting time to. enthrone 
Jesus as King of your family, or to renew the act of consecration -if 7 
Enthronement has already been performed. 10¢ * C3" 


Reduction for quantities. Postage. extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri’ 





Our Lady Has a 





Message for You! 





You will find it in this, 


our newest booklet. 


~ ATIMA, the “Lourdes of 
Portugal,’”’ drew the at- 
tention of the whole Catholic 
world when Pope Pius XII 
consecrated the world to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
in November, 1942. The ac- 
count given in this booklet 
of the apparitions, miracles 
and prophecies will hold your 
interest. You will read of 
Mary’s message to the world, 
of the marvelous spread of 
devotion to Our Lady of 
Fatima, the erection of a 
basilica, pilgrimages to the 
shrine and miraculous cures. of the 
You will also find suitable 


prayers to answer Mary’s Most Holy Rosary 


plea for reparation. 10¢ 


And if You Take Mary’s Message to Heart 





You will want to quicken your love and devotion to the Rosary 
by reading 
The Rosary, My Treasure 


This inspiring treatise on the Rosary will give you motives of confidence 
and fervor which will enable you to say the Rosary with profit and delight. 
You will find an explanation of the method of reciting the Rosary, the manner 
of making the Rosary novena and information regarding the Archconfrater- 
nity of the Rosary. 10¢. 


Reduction on quantities. Postage extra 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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